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a ope it E RE are certain follies and im- 


¢ guilty of, and which are only confi- 


dered by them as things of courfe, 





and of too little confequence for pal- 
liation or rine 

WHOEVER is a frequenter of public affemblies, 
or joins in a party at cards in private families, will give 
evidence to the truth of this complaint. Iam, for my 
own part, a lover of the game of Whift, and fhould ofte- 
ner be feen in thofe places where it is played for trifles, 


if | was not offended at the manners of many of my 


friends. 
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friends. How commen is it with fome people, at the 
conclufion of every unfuccefsful hand of cards, to burft 
forth into fallies of fretful complaints of their own ama- 
zing ill-fortune, and the conftant and invariable fuccefs 
of their antagonifts! They have fuch excellent memo- 
ries, as to be able to recount every game they have loft 
for fix months fucceffively, and yet are fo extremely for- 
getful at the fame time, as not to recollect a fingle game 
that they have won. Or if you put them in mind of 
any.extraordinary fuccefs that you have been witnefs to, 
they acknowledge it with reluétance, and affure you 
upon their honours, that in a whole twelve-month’s 
play, they never rofe winners but that once. 

But if thefe Growters (a name which I fhall 
always call the men of this clafs by) would content 
themfelves with giving repeated hiftories of their own 
ill-fortune, without making invidious remarks upon the 
fuccefles of others, the evil would not be fo great. In- 
deed, I am apt to impute it to their fears, that they ftop 
fhort of the groffeft affronts; for I have feen in their 
faces fuch rancour and inveteracy, that nothing but a 
lively apprehenfion of confequences could have reftrained 
their tongues. 

Happy would it be for the ladies if they had the 
fame confequences to apprehend : for, I am forry to fay 
it, I have met with female————_I will not fay Grow- 
LERS: the word is too harfh for them; let me call them 
FRETTERS, who with the prettieft faces, and the live- 
lieft wit imaginable, have condefcended to be the jeft and 
difturbance of a whole company. 

In fafhionable life, indeed, where every one is acting 
behind the mafk of good-breeding, and where nature is 
never feen to peep out but upon very extraordinary oc- 


cafions, 
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cafions, frequent convulfions of the features, fluthings 
fucceeded by palenefs, twiftings of the body, fits of the 
fidgets, and complaints of immoderate heat, are the 
only fymptoms of ill-fortune. But if we travel eaftward 
from St. James’s, and vifit the territories of my good 
lord-mayor, we fhall fee nature ftript of her mafquerade, 
and hear gentlemen and ladies {peaking the language of 
the heart. 

F or the entertainment of polite life, and becaufe 
polite life is fometimes a little in want of entertain- 
ment, I fhall fet down a converfation that pafled a few 
nights ago, at an Affemblée in Thames-ftreet, between 
two FRETTERS at a Whift-table; one of which had a 
beautiful daughter of eighteen years of age leaning upon 
her mother’s chair. 

« F rv ge trumps, two honours, and lofe four by 
“ cards! But I believe, Madam, you never loft a game 
«© in the whole courfe of your life. 

“ Now and then, madam. 

“Not in the memory of your daughter I believe : 


« and mifs is not fo extremely young neither. Clubs 





** are trumps Well! if ever I play again! 








“¢ You are three by cards, madam 

«© Anp two by honours. I had them in my own 
«hand. 

« J beg your pardon, madam; I had really forgot 
“¢ whofe deal it was. But I thought the cloven-footed 
«< gentleman had left offteaching. Pray, madam, will he 
“¢ expect more than one’s foul for half a dozen leffons? 

« You are pleafed to be fevere, madam; but you 
« know I am not eafily put out of temper. What's 
“« the trump ?” 

I was extremely pleafed with the cool behaviour of 
this lady, and could not help whifpering to her daugh- 


ter, 








40 THE WORLD. No. 7. 


ter, ‘© You have a fweet-tempered mamma, mis. 
« How happy would it be ifevery lady of her acquain- 
** tance was fo amiably difpofed!” I obferved that mits 





bhifhed and looked down, but I was ignorant of the 
reafon, till all at once her mamma’s good fortune 
changed, and her adverfary, by holding the four ho- 
nours in “her own hand, and by the affiftance of her 
partner, ‘won the game at a deal. 

«“ AND now, madam, cried the patient lady, is it 
** you or I who have bargained with the devil ? I declare 





*« it upon my honour, I never won a game againft you 
‘“* in my life. Indeed I fhould wonder if I had, unlefs 
‘* there had been a curtain between you and your part- 
‘< ner. But one has a fine time on’t indeed ! to be always 
* lofing, and yet always to be baited for winning! I 
«« defy any one to fay that I ever rofe a winner in my 
« born days. There was laft fummer at Tunbridge! 
«« Did any human creature fee me fo much as win a 
*« ogame? And afk Mr. A, and Sir Richard B, and dean 
“© C, and lord and lady D, and all the company at Bath ; 
*« this winter, if I did not lofe two or three guineas every 
“* night at half crown Whift for two months together. 
“* But I did not fret and talk of the devil, madam; no, 
‘‘ madam; nor did I trouble the company with my 
** lofings, nor play the after-game, nor fay provoking 
‘< things No, madam; I leave fuch behaviour | 
“ to ladies that 








“ Lorpb! my dear, how you heat yourfelf! You 
‘¢ are abfolutely in a pdffion. Come, let us cut for 
‘* partners.” 





W uicu they immediately did; and happening to 
get together, and to win the next game, they were the 
beft company, and the civileft people I ever faw. 

Many 
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Many of my readers may be too ready to conceive 
an ill opinion of thefe ladies ; but I have the pleafure of 
affuring them, from undoubted authority, that they are 
in all other refpects very excellent people, and fo re- 
markable for patience and good-humour, that one of 
them has been known to lofe her hufband, and both of 
them their reputations, without the leaft emotion of 
concern. 

T o be ferious upon this occafion, I have many ac- 
quaintance of both fexes, who though really good-natu- 
red and worthy people, are violating every day the laws 
of decency and politenefs by thefe outrageous fallies of 
petulance and impertinence. 

I know of no other reafon for a man’s troubling his 
friends with the hiftory of his misfortunes, but either to 
receive comfort from their pity, or advantage from their 
charity. Ifthe Grow er will tell me that he reaps 
either of thefe benefits by difturbing all about him ; if he 
will affure me of his having raifed compafiion in a fingle 
breaft, or that he has once induced his adverfary to 
change hands with him out of charity, I fhall allow that 
he acts upon principles of prudence, and that he is not 
a moft teazing, ridiculous and contemptible animal. 

I would not be underftood to hint at gaming in this 
paper. Iam glad to find that deftrudtive paffion attacked 
from the ftage, and with fuccefs to the attempt. Nox 
do I condemn the cuftom of playing at cards for 
{mall fums, in thofe whofe tempers and circumftances 
are unhurt by what they lofe. On the contrary, I look 
upon cards as an innocent and ufeful amufement; cal- 
culated to interrupt the formal converfations and private 
cabals of large companies, and to give a man fomething 


to 
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to do, who has nothing to fay. My defign at prefent 
is to fignify to thefe Growxers and Frerrers, that 
they are public as well as private nufances ; and to caution 


all quiet and civilized perfons againft cutting in with 


them at the fame tables, or replying to their complaints 


but by a laugh of contempt. 

I fhall conclude this paper with acquainting my 
readers, that, in imitation of the great Mr. Hoyle, I am 
preparing a book for the prefs, entitled, Rules of 
BEHAVIOUR for the game of Whift; fhewing through 
an almoft-infinite variety of good and bad hands, in what 
degree the mufcles of the face are to be contracted or ex- 
tended ; and how often a lady may be permitted to change 
colour, or a gentleman to bite his lips in the courfe of a 
game. To which will be added, for the benefit of all 
cool and difpaffionate players, an exact calculation of the 
odds againft GRowLeRs and FRETTERS. 





—_ 


LONDON: Printed for R. DODSLEY in Pall-Mall, (where 
letters to the author are taken in) and fold by M. COOPER atthe 
Globe in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 2d. 





